The Growth of Sudan Communications
River Communications
The foregoing pages have dealt exclusively with the
development of railway communication in the Sudan.
It is well, however, to bear in mind, when considering
the system of communications in the country as a whole,
that the most southerly point of the railway—the bridge
across the White Nile at Rabak—is no more than 200
miles from Khartoum, and that the Sudan-Uganda
frontier lies some 900 miles further south. While, there-
fore, the railway provides the means of communication
in the Northern Sudan, and links Kordofan and the
Eastern Provinces with the sea, the only through line of
communication in the Southern Sudan is that afforded
by the waterway of the White Nile which is navigable
by steamers from Khartoum to Juba, a distance of 1,100
miles. The establishment of a regular service of steamers
to connect Khartoum with the Southern Provinces was
one of the first tasks undertaken by the Government after
the re-occupation of the country, and its accomplishment
involved the slow and laborious work of opening a passage
for river-craft through the barrier of the Sudd.
The Sudd region is a vast tract whose northern limit is
some 600 miles south of Khartoum, where the White Nile
spreads out on either hand and disperses its waters to form
a swampy area many thousand square miles in extent.
During the years of the Dervish rule all navigation
ceased, and the river became completely blocked with a
dense floating mass of reeds and undergrowth several feet
thick, which rendered the main channel completely
indistinguishable from the surrounding swamp. The first
difficulty of the Sudd cutting expedition was therefore
to ascertain where the main channel of the river lay, and
only by taking continual soundings could the clearing-
party ascertain whether they were working on the main
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